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Groundwater is a relied upon source
of drinking water for nearly half of the
population and represents 9% of the
available fresh water on the planet. As

groundwater becomes increasingly vulnerable

to contamination and over-extraction,

field-based and interdisciplinary study is
paramount to properly manage this vital

rasource for future generations.
The Monwick Groundwater Research

Centre was designed to help generate global
raspect for groundwater. The expanded
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The Morwick Groundwater Research Centre at
The University of Guelph

facility at the University of Gualph will aliow
them to intensify and expand their efforts

to conduct leading-edge groundwater
education, training, technology advancement,
and research.

The Centre's design reflects the concept
of vernacular architecture, leveraging local,
natural materials to connect the building to
the lands on which it is built. Low-profile,
sloped roofs tle the addition into the existing
context creating a harmonious juxtaposition
betwaen the buit and natural envronment.

Expansive windows throughout the faciity
invite natural light into the space and remind
staff, students, and researchers of the direct
link between their work and the world around
them.

A stnking stone feature wall, sourced from
existing quames, sweeps across the atrium.
The wall represents naturally occurring rock
formations and creates an opportunity for a
teaching moment—one of several experiential
learning opportunities across the facility.
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